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otLEGANDN GÉNÉRALE 
DE FRANCE Annexe II 
AU LEVANT De 


Message de r.Winston CHURCHILL au Général de GAULLE 


25 Août 1942. 


I regret that I cannot accept your contentic 
that our revresentatives are interfering unduly in tne effai 
of the Levant. 


Syria and the Lebanon üre part of a vital 
theatre of war, end almost every develonment there efrects 
our military interests directly or indirectly. This involves 
constant consultation between our representatives and the 
French authorities, end contacts with the Syrian and Lebanese 
Aûministrations to which His Majesty's Minister is accreditec 


We are pursuing no political eims of our ow 
in the Levant, and we heve not sought to undermine the Frenct 
position there. We fully recognize that in political matters 
the initiative must rest with the French autnorities. Our 
principel concern in the political sphere 1s to ensure that 
no policy is edopted which mey jeopardise our militery securi 
or interfere with our prosecution of the war. It is for this 
reason that we expect to by fully consulted beforehend on 
mejor political developments. 


We are also concerned to ensure that our 
guerentee of the proclemation issued by General Cecroux on 
the 9th June 1941, declaring the independence of 5yria and 
the Lebanon end nromising that the Mandete . should be 
terminsted, is effectively carried out. To vais we are commit 
in the eyes of both neople of Syria and the Lebanon and those 
of the Areb world. 


Apart frou this the only efrairs of the 
Levant in which we concern ourselves axe those directly 
afrectinz our military needs and local sritish commerciel 
or other interests. 


None of the above activities constitute 2 
violation of the letter or spirit of the de veulle-Lyttelton 
Avreements nor of the letters exchanged between the foreisn 
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